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historical field. It is an attempt to conserve Jesus' religious value for 
readers who have become acquainted with historical research, but who 
feel that Jesus will lose his worth for them if they consistently apply 
scientific methods of investigation in their study of Jesus' historical 
personality. For a student who finds himself compelled to abandon 
Loofs' halting attitude because it is felt to be unworthy of true scholar- 
ship, and so ultimately subversive of faith, and who still wishes an 
adequate estimate of Jesus' religious worth, the present book has no 
message. 

Shirley Jackson Case 
University op Chicago 



TWO RECENT CHURCH HISTORY MONOGRAPHS 

In more or less close connection with the Handbuch der Kirchenge- 
schichte, edited by Gustav Krueger, there have appeared recently two 
small books. The first of these, by Gerhard Loeschke, 1 contains two 
studies, only the latter of which was first designed to form a part of 
the church history just mentioned. The first study concerns itself 
with the importance, or lack of importance, of the gospel in the develop- 
ment of the early Christian communities. Its thesis is that the teachings 
of the gospel, as set forth in the New Testament canon, were of relatively 
slight importance in the development of the Christian group life until 
well on into the third century. Of much greater importance in shaping 
its standards of conduct were, in the author's opinion, the ideals and 
practices of the Hellenistic- Jewish society of the Empire. In his eyes 
the church was not built upon the ground of the gospel, but rather 
"grew up out of the Hellenistic- Jewish synagogue. For the cult this 
is obviously true; for the constitution this is also at present widely 
recognized; for belief, morality, and piety the case is essentially no 
different." This study occupies the first eleven pages of the book; 
the remaining space is devoted to the sketch entitled "Quellenkunde 
der alten Kirchengeschichte." 

In this study the task set himself by the author was never completed 
since he was interrupted by death. As they stand, the pages give an 
interesting sketch of the source material for the history of the church 
from its origin down into the sixth century. Besides describing the 
various classes of material and estimating their value, the author indicates 
here and there a body of source material that from one point of view or 

1 Zwei Kirchengeschichttiche Entwtirfe. Von Gerhard Loeschke. Tubingen: 
Mohr, 1913. 78 pages'. 
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another has been, in his opinion, insufficiently worked, for example, the 
writings of Augustine for the development of the cult and for the growth 
of saint worship. The author makes no systematic attempt to give 
bibliographical information, although there is much of it scattered 
through the essay. There is, however, strikingly little emphasis laid on 
the writing of church history. Considering that this work, as originally 
planned according to the announcement, was to deal with the history 
of the writing of church history, this is a rather curious fact. 

While Loeschke's work grew out of Krueger's Kirchengeschichte, its 
relationship to that work is not as intimate as is that of the other book 
to which reference has already been made. This book 1 is the index 
volume which brings to completion this excellent manual of church his- 
tory. This closing part of Krueger's Kirchengeschichte calls for remark 
in at least two regards. In the first place it is an analytical index such 
as we have long been used to in scholarly works published in America but 
which have been slow to make their appearance in books published on 
the Continent. In the second place, it brings the bibliographical infor- 
mation on all subjects in Krueger's manual down to the same point, 
approximately through 1912, since the preface is not dated until March, 
1013. The editor, Professor Krueger, is certainly to be congratulated 
on the thorough manner in which this first edition of his manual has 
been executed. 

Curtis H. Walker 
University of Chicago 

THE PROBLEM OF CHRISTIANITY 1 

For the modern man, as Professor Royce sees the matter, Chris- 
tianity has become a "problem." Its current forms of expression 
bear so conspicuously the traits of outgrown habits of thought and of 
action that there is grave danger that it may fail to commend itself to 
those whose primary concern is the future welfare of humanity. More- 
over, as the pressure of modern interests has become more and more 
insistent, the rigidity of orthodoxy has forced those who desire to do 
justice to the needs of our age to engage in a strife for freedom from the 

1 Register nach Anleitung und unter BeiMlfe its Herausgebers bearbeitet Von August 
Dell. (Handbuch der Kirchengeschichte. Heraus. von Gustav Krueger) Tubingen: 
Mohr, 1013. iii+ 137 pages. M. 3. 

2 The Problem of Christianity. Lectures delivered at the Lowell Institute in 
Boston, and at Manchester College, Oxford. By Josiah Royce. Vol. I: "The 
Christian Doctrine of Life." Vol. II: "The Real World and the Christian Ideas." 
New York: Macmillan, 1913. xlvi+425, and 442 pages. $3.50. 



